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JONATHAN PARKS ARCHITECT’S LIGHT BOX HOUSE 
TAKES RESIDENTIAL AWARD AT AIA TAMPA BAY
(Sarasota, FL)—The Light Box House, designed by JONATHAN PARKS ARCHITECT, (JPA) was recognized by The American Institute of Architect’s Tampa Bay Chapter on November 6, 2014 at their Annual Design Awards. The home in Lido Shores, Fla., was honored with the Merit Award for Architecture—Residential Category. 
The Jury said the Light Box House is a “beautiful light-filled home with unique spatial qualities,” and that they enjoyed the use of white as a 'canvas' for the art collection display.
The 3,700 SF island residence was designed to reflect the owners’ desire for a minimalist home in which they could equally live and entertain.

The quarter-acre property, located in the luxury Lido Shores area between the Gulf of Mexico and Sarasota Bay, lacked an expansive water view despite being across the street from water. To accommodate the owner’s desire for a connection to the water, JPA designed the floor plan to center around the pool. The emphasis placed on a connection to water is a thread woven throughout the entire home: stepping-stones at the entryway lead over a reflecting pond, while the entrance hall itself acts as bridge, and the main public and private spaces pivot around the pool, including the entry, living room, kitchen, outdoor area, library, master bedroom, and circulation areas. 

The second challenge was to design the home on an oddly angled, trapezoidal lot. To achieve this, the architect designed the home so that the secondary spaces absorb the angle (his office, laundry room, library, and upstairs terrace). This composition allows the principal spaces the openness of a normal flow. 

The uncluttered design and palette of simple finishes creates a sense that the interior and exterior spaces are wide open, while still maintaining privacy. Unencumbered doorways, multiple vistas, and transom windows grant natural light throughout the course of the day. The result is a home where a multitude of ideas and journeys are woven into a single pleasurable experience.
The Light Box House has received other accolades, most recently the Grand Aurora Award in the category of Custom Home (One of a Kind) at the Aurora Awards in August.

ABOUT THE AIA TAMPA BAY DESIGN AWARDS:
The Design Awards Program recognizes excellence in design by the architectural profession and is presented by AIA Tampa Bay, a Chapter of the American Institute of Architects. These Awards are intended to promote public consciousness of the built environment through recognizing distinguished works of architecture. Learn more here: http://www.aiatampabay.com/ch_service_awds.php
This is not the first time JPA has received an award from the AIA Tampa Bay. Among other Honor and Merit Awards, JPA received the H. Dean Rowe FAIA Award for Design Excellence in 2007, the top honor at the awards program for the Cohen House Restoration. 

ABOUT JONATHAN PARKS ARCHITECT:

JONATHAN PARKS ARCHITECT (JPA) believes that design, in its purest form, fulfills functional and aesthetic requirements completely, elegantly, and economically. JPA has emerged as a leading architecture and design firm in southwest Florida, inspired by and focused around a core ideal: thoughtful design can change the way people live, work, and play. From new construction to historical restoration, and luxury residences to large-scale commercial projects, JPA provides comprehensive services in planning, architecture, sustainable design, interior design, and graphic design. JPA offices are located in Sarasota, Florida.
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